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1. 25X1

Armenians comprised about 65% of the student body, the other 35% coming
from neighboring BSR's. | o

Instruotion at the College was glven
—1W Doth the Russisn and Armenisn languages. The students were divided

lnto two langusge groups whioch received parallel courses of instrustion.
The groups were sbout equal iz simze since all Armenian students whe aould
got slong in the Russian language vere placed in the Russisa group. It

e 8 oonslderable advantage for & student 1o knov Russian hecause the
veterinary literature in Armenisn vas far from sdequate for study purposes.

2. |

J ?o:.mf.un@um.m‘n at the College wes very intensive but its major
¢ffect vas to bore and irritate the students rather than, .,
to make Communiste of them., The currieulum contained two hours u day
of political instruction throughout the entire five yesrs. The politicsl
indootrination progrem inoluded courses ia Politicsl Bocnomy, Dsrwinism,
Marxiem, and the Eistory of the Qommunist Party. The Veterinary Board
sxeminations, which every graduste had to pass before ceriification an &
profassional veterinarian, contsined & political examination. The gen-
aral attitude of the students towerd the political courses was ona of
resignation to the necessity of having to pass the politiscel examinatlon
in ordar to prectice the prefessicn.
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3 Were any efforts made, overt or secret, to weed out possible dissident
elements?
the NKVD ‘hed.none of ite personnel at the echool.
[ It was assumed, however, that some of the students and staff served the
NXVD as secret informants. There was, in addition, the overt Party
group at the school which hed Jjurisdiction over political matters.
Pregsure on the student toward political conformity was created by the
presence of Party members in the school and by the presumption that one's
best friend could, concelvably, be a secret NKVD informent. From time to
time students were removed from the school for suspected political unor-
thodoxy. Occesionally a student was removed as & result of the commis-
sion by & relative of an actual or alleged political crime. When the
reagon for dismiegsal was political, the student was so informed. Unless
ud uilty of some concrete “counter- w y' act| | 25X1
dismissal
from school was no occeslon for arrest. The student was merely denied
the privilege of entering the profession which he had choun a.nd for
which he had once gqualified on all counts. . Cedw i T e w R0 25X

L,

' Beginning sbout 1935, the USSR
tullt large numbers of new elementary,and secondary school buildings in
the towns and cities. These were good modern bulldings comparable in
design to all except the most architecturally sdvanced | | 25X1
in the .US. Elementary school sducation (seven years) was compulsory and
the parents wers lisble to srrest if they failed, without good resson,
to send their child to school. The slementary school cuxriculum was
established by the Soviet Goverament and was standard throughout the
UBBR_ in cities, towns, villages, and on collective farms. Elementary
school was not. only tultlonsfree but books, paper Ind. all other school
luppliu were previd.od. by thq state.

{v) Attnnm« at unonury lnhool.l vas op‘b!.oml ‘nu‘h, !.n 'bo'hh il sad
Yeravan, attendance was about.59% of the mentally aud.physically eligible
children., Becondary sghool tultion was fres, although books and msencel
supplies nad to be purchased by the student. There were two kinds of
segondary schools; regulsr and industrial, and the oourse vas four years
for nearly sll studeats in both types. IDvery graduate of s secondary
school of either type was equipped to sara s living inm a techaical or
seni-professional Jjob, Students emtering the regular high schoois ~ould
choome thelr course and graduate es s medical assistant, & specislized
laboratory technicien of some kind, s bullding foremazn, az elamentsry
schoolteacher (this was only & three year acurse) and so on. Thepe gradu-~
sten, depending upon personal desires and ability, oould then either tegin
vork or go on to colleges and universities for full prefessionmal tiaining
in their chosen flelds, eg dooter, nehﬂ.tut; ummh salentist, sagond-
ary school or college ‘teadher,

(s) The industrial noonury schools were o.ho of four m-' duration and
trained their students ss suto meckanios, maghinists, eleotricisns, oex~-
penters and the like., The schools were operated in conjunction with state
faotories. The students worked in the fmotories four hours ssch dsy snd
attended school four hours esch dsy. Graduates of these schools were well
qualified in their orefts and were eligidble to go on to angineering cclleges
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for professional treining. These schools provided their students with
everything, even including clothes, in return for the work performed in
the factories. Students tended to follow the speclal training of their
fathers in selecting their courses in the industrlel schools. The syn-
thetic rubber. industry in Yereven meintalined two of these industrial
secondary schools, one for treining chemlcal workers and one for train-
ing mechanical workers. The Federal Meat Trust in Yerevan ran & school
to trein meat inspectors and meat cutters. The aluminum factory also
hed an ilndustriel school, - :

(4) As already stated, elementary schooling for the children of collective
farms wae the seme in content as that in the cities, although the guality
of facilities | was generally inferior.25X1
Large collectives, say of 1500 or more people, ususlly had separate school-
houses and a steff of several teachers, Smaller.collectives (500 or less)
frequently. hed only one teacher and used the church as the classeroam.

The seven yeers of. elementery education was, as in the towns and cities,
strictly compulsgory. . About 95% of the gradustes received no further formael
‘education and became ordinary farmers. About 5% of the farm chiléren

went on to secondary schools, becoming agrlcultural techniclans or
specialists in other technical or professional flelds, These children

had to move to a cilty to receive thelr specialized training.

) ing. |
— 251

[Ninety five percent

of the Armenisn farmers who were taken into the Army could not speak Rus-
plan, hed only elementary echool educations, and seemed to have profited
little from vhat educetion they did have. These rural products were

sent almost en masse into the imfantry where the use of & rifle and a few
other fundamenta%a would be the only things they would have to master.
The navy, the air force, and the tank corps received the better-trained’
town and clty youth. . . ‘

Every elementary school required two hours a week of Russian language
instruction beginning in the second greds. Every high school required
two hours a week throughout the entire four years, or three years in the
case of students preparing to teach in elementary schools. Most second-
ary school graduates had learned Russian fairly well., Rursl graduates
of the elementary schools had generslly learned little.

-end-
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